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THE TAIWAN EPISCOPAL CHURCH MAGAZINE- Editors-Roy Taylor 


and Simon Kuo. 


Dear flock and friends, 


My report to you in this issue cov- 
ers the months of March, April and 


May, 1975:+ 


(1) The opening took place on March 
1 of a new Nursery at Good Shepherd 
Church, It has an air conditioned bed- 
room which can take mcre than twenty 
children between the ages of 2 and 6. 

(2) A meeting cf the Singapore bran- 
ch of the St. John’s University Alum- 
mt was held on March Ist at the Mayflo- 
wer Restaurant. It was arranged by Rev. 
Yip Tung Shan and attended by 70 al- 
umni and alumnae. I reported on the re- 
cent situation cf our St. John’s and St. 
Mary’s Institute of Technology and ap- 
pealed for funds fer the building cf a big 
Auditorium in 1979, 
St. John’s University, Shanghai. The re- 


the centenary of 


sponse was fine and donations were im- 
mediately received or pledged. 


(3) Rev. Herbert C. M. Yen officially 
retired at the end of March when he 
reached retirement age, but because of 
the present shortage of clergy (Dean 
Chia died in March, twoclergy are away 
studying, and one is on loan to Mauriti- 
us) I have asked him to remain for 3 
more months up to the end of June, 
and he has kindly consented to do so. 


(4) Ordination of Lai Yung-Hsin. 
After six years of study at the Tainan 
Theological College, David Y. H. Lai 
was ordained deacon by me on March 23 
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at Grace Church, Tainan. He continues 
his work as Deacon-in-charge of St. 
Andrew's Church, Chiading. 


David Lai and Herbert Yen 

(5) The Council of the Church in E. 
Asia and a Consultation on Partnership- 
in-Mission met in Singapore on April 
16-24. Father Henry Pan of St. James’ 


Church, Taichung, and Mr. T. H. Cheng 
cf SJSMIT were cur priest and lay 


delegates respectively. 14 dioceses were 
represented in the council (Secul, Tae- 
jon and Pusan in Korea, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, North, Central and Southern 
Philippines, the Philippine Independent 
Church, Kuching, Sabah and West Mal- 
aysia, and the province of Burma); and 


the Partners consist cf representatives 
from Australia, Canada, Japan, New 


Zealand, U.K... U.S... and the Angli- 
can Consultative Council. (The Anglican 
Church of Australia subsequently became 
a full member of the CCEA.) Reports 
were heard from the Dioceses,a compre- 
hensive paper cn Theclegical Education 


in the region was considered, lcan funds 
were apportioned and pricrities in Mis- 


sion for the next three years were dis- 


cussed. The following cfficers were e- 
lected: 
Pong of Taiwan; 
Rt. Rev. Basil Tenengong of Kuching; 


Chairman, the Rt. Rev. James 


Vice-Chairman, the 


Secretary/Treasurer, the Rt. Rev. Gil- 
bert Baker of Hong Kong; Bishop dele- 
gate to ACC, the Rt. Rev. Chu Ban It cf 
Singapore, and the Priest delegate to 
ACC, the Rev. 
Sabah. 


Yong Ping Chung of 


(6) The labour insurance contract at 
Stee eauiesuClinic. 
on May 15, and was net renewed. This 


Kachsiung, expired 
means a great loss in the number of pa- 
tients and has had a greatly adverse 
effect on our total income. Please pray 
for the future of the only clinic left in 
the diocese. 


(7) Visitors to the Diocese. In March 
we welcomed Dr. Swanson, Chancellor 
of the University of Wisconsin, and 
Mrs. Swanson; Mrs. Harry Daniel, wife 
of the Associate General Secretary of 


the Christian Conference in Asia; the 
Rev. Chang Ching-wen and fifteen mem- 
bers of his team from the Chinese Rhe- 
nish Church in Hong Kong; and Dr. Ed- 
ward Carroll, Methcdist Bishop of Bos- 
ton.In April we welcomed Prof. Donald 
Flaherty cf Tunghai univerity, Mr. Bar- 
naby Powell (an Anglican banker), Rev. 
and Mrs. Peter Kao of the Missions to 
Seamen in London, and Rev. Samuel von 
Culin, Werld Secretary of the Juris- 
diction for World Missions at ECUSA. 
In May we had Rev. John Fleming, Pro- 
fessor cf Theclogy and Asian Religions 
at St. Andrews University, Scotland, and 
Messrs. James Panghern and Richard 
Lightcap, consultant engineers of Uni- 
ted States Steel Corp. fromthe dioceses 
of Utah and Pittsburgh respectively. 


Please continue to pray for me and 
for cur work in the Diocese. 
Your affectionate Bishop, 
James Pong. 


NEW ASSISTANT EDITOR 


Owing to pressure of work, Rev. 
John Chien felt it necesary to step down 
from his job as assistant editor of this 
magazine. We are happy to announce 
that Simon Kuo has agreed to act as his 
successor. 

Simon was formerly a member of 
the Foreign Languages and Literature 
Department of Cheng Kung University, 
Tainan. During the last term before he 
graduated in 1972 he lived at St. Michael 
’s House. It was during this time that 
He did two 
military service, and for the 


he became a Christian. 
years of 


last year he has been on the staff of 
our school at Hsin-pu. In the photograph 
left) taking 


he can be seen (cn the 


part in a retreat last year. 


THE CHALLENGE OF THE CITY 


dG) COMMENT 


Recently I was reading David Shep- 
pard’s bock, “Built as a City” In this 
bock, the Bishop~alect cf Liverpool des- 
cribes the failure of the Church to reach 
the working classes in large cities. Al- 
though he is writing chiefly cf Britain, 
the country which he knows best from 
his experience, he claims that the same 
problems are to be met throughcut the 
cities cf the werld. In the Church we 
propagate a middle class culture, and 
scarcely begin to communicate with the 
artisan. The Church, he feels, must 
beccme mere and mcre invclved in the 
preblems that beset the working class 
man. To say this is to simplify grossly 
the content cf the bock, wnich covers 
the ground in some detail. 


For some p2cple cverseas missionary 
work seems far removed from the lccal 
urban scene. Yet in many countries 
today there is a regular drift from the 
country to the city, and if the Church 
is to accomplish anything it must live 
out its existence in the place where the 
pecple are. The Church in Taiwan has 
many cf the same prcblems as the Chur- 
ch in Your own country. Indeed, the Ep- 
iscopal Church, more thanmest, is iden- 
tified as a middle class crganization. 
How can we get rid cf this image, and 
show the ordinary pecple arcund us that 


the Gospel cf Jesus Christ is for them? 


At this point it would have been gocd 


to be able to hand cover to an expert, 
who would show us the way forward. 
But we have to admit that we have no 
The Taiwan Episccpal Church 
has several clergy wnc werk in the cit- 


experts. 


ies; they put in many hours of hard 
work, but there is nct much to be seen. 
Let us consider 3 cf cur major cities, 
for instance. Taipei has a pcpulation 
of almost two million pecple. Wide new 
roads are being ccnstructed all the 
time, changing the face cf each sector 
almest beycnd recegniticn. Buses and ta- 
xis threng the streets, and pedestrians 
jestle as they cress the overpasses. 
Mcre and mcre it is becoming an interna- 
ticnal city -a replica cf cther cities to 
which cne can fly fromthe Taipei Inter- 
national Airport. Here in this city we 
have two churches. St. John’s Cathedral 
has boasted a large congregaticn in the 
past. Over the past few years, there 
has been decline. theugh, 
there have been enccuragements. Gocd 
Shepherd Church, 
claim a large American membership be- 


Recently, 
which can no lenger 


cause of military withdrawals, looks at 
the largely Taiwanese population in the 


surrounding area. So many families con- 
tacted through a thriving kindergarten, 
yet so hard to make effective contact. 
In the centre cf the island stands Tai- 
chung, another thriving mcdern city. 

St. James’ Church heuses a kind2rgart- 


en on one sterey, a church on ancther 
and the minister’s quarters on ancther. 


The facilities are there, but not the 


The position of the church is 


people. 
far from strategic. It is a very difficult 
work. In Kaohsiung we have a fast-grow- 
ing industrial city. Factories spring 
up like blades cf grass. The air is thick 
with chemicals, the by-product-cf pro- 
gress. St. Paul’s is a fine, modern ch- 
urch, Fr. Ou (pictured here) works hard 
to meet the needs of both Mandarin and 
Taiwanese speaking members of his con- 
gregation; yet here again there is no 
success story. we are going to have to 
do a lot of thinking in the future about 
our city work. 


The special article below is written 
by Barbara North, a missionary who has 
some experience cf city work. She is 
not working with the Episcopal Church 
here; but from her experience we may 
learn something about the problems to 
be faced. 


(2) The Challenge 
of industrialized Taiwan 


—Barbara North 


1. Now just whereabouts is 
Taiwan? 


Formally named Formesa, ‘the Beau- 


tiful Island’ by the Portugese Taiwan 


is a sub-tropical island about the size 
of Wales, 100 miles cff the mainland 
of China. It is known as the Republic 
cf China and therefore is independent 


of Communist China. 
2. Has not the President of 
Taiwan died just recently? 


Yes President Chiang Kai-Shek died 
in April ’75 atthe ageof 88. Inhis last 
will and testament which every school 
child in Taiwan must learn byheart, he 
re~affirmed his belief in Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and the One whom He had 
served for many years. His funeral ser- 
vice was a triumphant Christian wit- 
ness to the pecple of Taiwan of whom 
less than 5% are Christions. 


3. Isn’t Taiwan mainly an 
agricultural country? 


Yes, with rice, sugar cane, pineap- 
ple and other fruits in abundance. But 
during the last 10 years industry has 
begun to boom en the Island. 


4. What sort of factories now 
exist in Taiwan.? 


Have you net ncticed the ‘Made in 


Taiwan’ label on shces, umbrellas, 
toys and cther imported goods on the 
Although 


a vast 


market in Britain recently? 
there is some heavy industry, 
majority of the huge factory complexes 
on the Island produce these types of 
goods mainly for export. 


5. Where do most of the factory 
workers come from? 


Since Taiwan has a population of 
16 million of whom a vast proportion 


are young people, the labour force is 
easily come by, mostly being country 
boys and girls between 16 and 24 


6. Why are only young people 


mostly employed? 


Most girls in Taiwan marry at 24, 
and many do not return to work after- 
wards. 


7. Why do this group of people 
constitute a challenge to the 


Christian Church? 


Mest cf them are from deeply en- 
trenched Buddhist hcmes but are mcst- 
ly only nominal inbelief themselves. Once 
they leave home for the big city living 
in large factory hostels they are subject 
to all influences cf city life both gocd 
and bad. 


8. What sort of interests do 


these young people have? 


(a) Unlike many cf their Western coun- 
terparts the Taiwan factory worker cf- 
ten wants to continue his or her studies 
in the evening after a hard day’s work. 
Consequently there is a keen interest in 
reading widely. What cn cppcrtunity 
this is to get Christian books into their 
hands! Taiwan has plenty, 
which are bright and have a “with it” 


many cf 


appeal for young people. 


(b) Most of the girls enjoy learning new 
skills when cff duty. This is where the 
YMCA in Taiwan have done a magni- 
ficent job in certain hestels introducing 
courses in dress making, flower arranging 


guitar playing etc. How we would 
love to see more ccmmitted Christians 
invelved as teacher and friend in these 


evening classes. 


(c) Mest young pecplein Taiwan thcugh 
less sephisticated than their Western 
counterparts enjoy watching T.V. and 
gcing to the cinema. There are a few 
excellent Taiwanese evangelistic films 
that can b2 shown in hestels and now 
Christian puppet plays are being pro- 
duced. Everywhere ycung pecple enjoy 
getting tegether for hikes, sing-scngs, 
cutings-all excellent opportunities for 
Christian persenal werk. 


9. But what would you say was 
their greatest need? 


I would say that it is the need to 
b2 known and lceved as an individual. In 
so many ceases they come frem a tiny 
secure village toa vast new world which 
for mary spells lcneliness. This is where 
the need cf Christian friendship is so 
vital, and an intrcducticn to the One 
who lIcves each one perscnally and 
from there an intrceducticn to the family 


of the Christian Church. 


10. Where do you fit into all 


of this? 


I am anO.M.F. Missicnary who has 
been working for the last six years 
amongst these ycung factcry workers in 


Taiwan. 


In April I moved from the largest 
Industrial comp!ex in Kachsiung (Scuth 
Taiwan) leaving three other missicnaries 


now also fully engaged in this cut reach to 


Industry. 

Together with two others weare en- 
deavouring to reach the 2nd largest 
factory area on the Island here in Tao- 


yuan (North Taiwan). 


11. What are your aims for this 


coming year before furlough? 


(a) Encouraging Christian young pecple 
in the Taoyuan churches to beccme in- 
volved themselves ina positive witness 
to the working young people in these 


factories. 


(b) Discovering those who are already 
Christians in these hostels and factories, 
seeking to introduce them to other fel- 
low factory Christians and supporting 
them in prayer and encouragement. 

(c) Finding openings in hostels or fac- 


tories where one might take an evening 
activity in teaching English, cocking 
etc. all with the ultimate aim of intro- 
ducing the Lord Jesus Christ as we 


make friends. 


(d) Having an open-home to all and sun- 
dry so that young people may feel free 
to come any time to read, play games or 
just chat. 


(e) Trusting that many Christians in 
England might pray for this new outreach. 


12. Have you ever Prayed for 


Taiwan? 


13. Why not start now? 


AROUND THE CHURCHES 


Advent Church, Hsin-pu 
Praise the Lord! The results of the 
three nights of evangelistic rallies, at 


which Rev. Lin Kuc-Hsing was the spea- 
ker, were amazing. Eighteen students 
came to the decision to fellow the Lord 


Jesus Christ. Twelve Christians rededi- 
cated their lives to Christ. Please pray 
for the follow-up work. 

The diocesan youth camp will be held 
at Hsin-pu cn July 6-11. Your prayer is 
urgently needed, for this camp is mainiy 
for winning college students for Christ, 
as well as enccuraging those who are 
already Christians. By the time you 
receive this the camp will prcebably be 
over; but we ask ycu to pray for the 
follow-up. 


St. John’s Cathedral 


Rev. Lin Kuc-Hsing, who is tempo- 
rarily ministering here, is due to leave 


for his home in Singapore at the end of 
August. The Lord is blessing the work 
here, and we will be missing him. Please 
pray for the new minister, Rev. Samuel 
Chen, who will be taking over respon- 
sibility for the church when he returns 
from his training and experience in Bri- 
tain later this summer. 


Church of the Good Shepherd 


Elsewhere the Bishop mentions the 
nursery. There are plans to expand this, 
so as to increase the work of social ser- 
vice to the neighbourhood. 


Trinity Church, Keelung 


We are planning to rebuildthe church 
building, because the cld cne is leaking 
badly-and in a place so rainy as Keelung 
thisisa serious problem! The ccst will be 
above one million N.T. dollars (about 
40,000 US$). We need your prayer and 
financial support. There is an encoura- 
ging Bible Study group here just now, 


and the young people are very keen to 
pray. 


St. James’s, Taichung 


The Kindergarten here recently held 
a sports meeting. 


All Saints, Kangshan 


' Last time we mentioned a shortage 
of leaders for the Young Pecple’s Fel- 
lowship. Now we are happy to report 
that leaders have been found. 


St. Michael’s, Tainan 


With the new hestel building compl- 
eted at the beginning cf July, work goes 
on to make the rooms more habitable in 
preparaticn for the new semester in 
Of the 24 students booked 
in, 6 are Christians. 


September. 
we are reserving 
the other 8 places for Christians cnly. 
Please pray that gocd men may come 
forward. 


A READER'S PLEA | 


The following is a letter sent to the 
editor cf cur Chinese magazine. Its 
relevance to wider readership will be 
immedjately seen. 

May 16 1975 
Dear Editor, 

I am one of your readers. Here is 
something I would like to share with 
you. 

A few months ago I happened to see 
some Christian books which were pub- 
lished in the States. There is something 


— 


‘ildren of the whole world. 


which I hepe you can pass en to our 
friends who publish these bcoks. 

In these bocks there are pictures, 
showing that Christ Jesus loves the ch- 
The child 
who represents Asian people is a Chinese 
boy in Manchurian clothes, wearing a 
long robe, and with his hair tied into 
two plaits. 

I would like to say that clothes and 


hair such as this no longer exist among 


Chinese men, though many girls still 


tie their hair into two plaits. I am sure 
that all American adults knew this. But 
the American children will have a wrong 
picture of Chinese pecple if this is the 
kind of picture used in their bocks. 

Would ycu please ask them to change 
these pictures when they are printing 
new editicns? 

Thank you very much. Ged bless you. 

Yourstin Christ 


Chang Tun-ming. 
Note: the bocks are 

(a) “My First Sunday School Book” 
by Hanna C. Schenhovd, publi- 
shed by Augsburg Publishing 
House, Minneapclis. 

(b) “Our Heavenly Father”, publish- 
ed by Morehouse Barlow Co., 
New York. 


STATEMENT FROM THE PRESIDING BISHOP 


The Rt. Rev. John M. Allin, Pre- 
siding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, 
has urged the members cf this Church 
to do all they can to meet the needs of 
refugees from South East Asia. The 
statement is given below:- 

“Again as in other moments cf tra-— 
gedy and despair, the Church is called 
upon to act in a caring and reconciling 
role at a time when refugees from a 
devastated land arrive to join us in our 


communities. If we are to perform an 
effective ministry, we shall need to know 
as much as we can about ways in which 
we may share our lives and resources in 
meeting the needs of displaced human 
beings: prayer, focd, shelter, clothing 
and all the cther requirements of the 
dispossessed, Through these efforts we 
will have the experience of renewing our 
faith and the opportunity cf recalling 
Christ’s priorities.” 


VISIT OF DR. BILLY GRAHAM TO TALWAN 


Dr. Billy Graham is to hold evang- 
elistic meetings in Taipei from 29 th 
October to 2nd November. Remembering 


how God blessed his ministry in Korea, 


we are looking to the Lord to do great 
things here as well. Please pray with 


us about this matter. 


The Rt. Rev. Ronald Owen Hall. 1895-1975 


R.O. Hall, for 34 years (1932-1966) 
the Bishop cf Hong Kong and South Ch- 
ina, then Hong Kong and Kwangtung, 
and finally Hong Kong and Macao, passed 


away on April 22 in his heme in Lewknor, 
Oxford, England. 
As his successor, Bishep Gilbert 


Baker said in the Memorial Service in 


Hong Kong, “By all 


was a great bishop.” During his episco- 


reckoning R.O. 


pacy he built or started at least 16 ch- 
urches, 8 sccial welfare institutions and 
40 schools. He initiated the ncen-stipen- 
diary clergy system in 1938 and crdained 
the first weman to the priesthccd in 1944, 

He crdained dozens of clergy and nc 
less than ten cf them later became bish- 
ops: Mck Sau Tsang of Canton, Y.Y.Tsu 
of the “Burma Road”, Christopher Sargent 
of Fukien, Lecnard Wilson of Singapore 
and then Birmingham, Geoffrey Allen of 
Egypt and Derby, Mo-yung In cf Canton, 
Roland Koh cf Sabah and West Maylasia, 
Sabah, 
and Taiwan, Gilbert Baker cf Heng Keng 


James Wong of Nerth Bcrneo, 


and Macao, and James Pong of Taiwan. 
James C.L. Weng and James T.M. Peng 
also succeeded him as Chairman cf the 


CCSEA (now CCEA). : 

Great though his achievements were 
in church, society and government, his 
valuable contributions were net publicly 
recognized until the year cf his retire- 
ment at the age of 72 by the Queen’s 
award cf the C.M.G. and two honorary 
D.D.’s from CPSP and Hong Kong Uni- 
versity. } 

His personal influence on the spi- 
ritual lives of a great number cof indivi- 
duals, and his inspiration in the expansion 
of social and welfare work in Hong Kong, 
are perhaps greater then the churches 
and institutions he had built. 

May he rest in peace and his family 
—Mrs. Neral Hall, daughter Dr. Judith 
and son Canon Christcpher-be greatly 
comforted. 


President Chiang Kai-Shek-An Appreciation 


In the passing cf President Chiang 
Kai-Shek there has fallen an extraordin- 
ary political and military giant in Chin- 
ese history as well as cne cf the world’s 
greatest soldier-statesmen cf the twen- 
tieth century. On his demise glowing 
tributes simply streamed into the Repub- 
lic of China from all cver the world. 
President Gerald Ford of the United 
States declared, “President Chiang was 
aman of firm integrity and high courage. 
He will be remembered by pecple from 
all walks cf life and from every part 
of the world for his dignity and dedica- 
tion to principles in which he believed”. 


9 


F.T.Ley 


President Park Chung Hee paid tribute 
to his services in “laying foundations 
for peace and order”. President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos cf the Philippines on the 
eve of his breaking cff diplomatic ties 
with the Republic of China paradoxically 
called the President a “great man who 
stood by his beliefs”. 
“His (President Chiang’s) cou- 


Henry Kissenger 
wrote, 
rage and indomitable will during the 
difficult yearscf World War II are firm- 
ly fixed in the memories of my gener- 
ation of Americans. His impressive ach- 
ievements ensure hima place in the his- 


tory of our era”. He considered him a 


“respected friend of the United States”. 
Former President Nixon stated, “Over 
the yearse-r+ I found him a man of 
keen intellect, of great gallantry and of 
unwavering dedication to those princi- 
ples in which he so fervently believed. 
His leadership on the world scene, whi- 
ch spanned a full half century, has ear- 
ned him a place as cne cf the giants cf 
the history of our times.” 


Twenty five U.S. senators including 
Strom Thurmond, John Tower, William 
L. Scott, Dewey Bartlett, James L. Bu- 
ckley, Pete V. Domenici, Carl Curtis, 
James O. Eastland, Jesse Helms, etc. 
jointly cabled, “The death of President 
Chiang Kai-Shek left in grief the entire 
world::+++++ His enormous contribu- 
tions to the free nations of the world 
and to millions of people who long for 
free and prospercus futures and who 
stand in defense of principlescf justice 
and human rights will mark the pages 
of history for many decades and will 
leave a lasting effect on the future of 


humanity.” 


Senatcr Hiram Fong said, “I first 
met President Chiang in 1953-:---- I knew 
I was in the presence cf an extraordin- 
ary person, a leader cf exceptional dign- 
ity, wisdom, vision, and strength:-:-- He 
never faltered in his courage or in his 
tenacity to work fer his goals.” 


The Rev. Billy Graham preached the 
memorial sermcen at the memorial ser- 
vice for President Chiang at Washington 
Cathedral on, April 16, 1975. He spoke 
in high praise cf the deceased Presid- 


er 


ent in reviewing the “whcle extraordi- 


nary life of this legendary leader”. 


Among other things, he said, “I first met 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek in 1952 
veeeee I was amazed that during my visit 
almost the entire conversation centered 
around Christianity::::* I talked with the 
Generalissimc and Madame Chiang Kai- 
Shek about their personal faith onanum- 
ber cf cccasions. I knew him to be a 
true believer. 


“What kind of Christian faith did 
the Generalissimo have?” Dr. Graham 
asked in his sermon. “First, his was a 
personal faith. It was genuine-:- Second, 
his was a quiet faith--- Thirdly, his was 
an unashamed faith--- Fourthly, the Gen- 
eralissimo was a man of the Bible:--:::: 
Finally, Generalissimo Chiang was a man 


of prayer. 


During World War II, in 1943, Pre- 
sident Roosevelt, in anncuncing the Cai- 
ro Agreement, paid the following warm 
tribute to President Chiang, “I met in 
the Generalissimo a man cf great vision, 
great ccurage and remarkably keen und- 
erstanding cf the problems cf to-day and 
to-morrow::- Tcday we and the Republic 
cf China are cleser together than ever 
before, in deep friendship and in unity 
cf purpose.” 


1944 was the hardest year of the Se- 
cond World War for President Chiang. 
In this very year the Chinese commu- 
nists mounted a feverish smear cam-— 
paign against the mercilessly harassed 
President. In respense to the malicicus 
lies andslanders the Generalissimo issued 


the following statement:- 


"In leading my fellow-ccuntrymen, 
I rely not cn power cr position, but on 


my character and integrity. As a memb- 
er of the revolutionary party, I must 
abide by revolutionary discipline. As a 
Christian, I must obey the command- 
ments. Had I violated the discipline and 
the commandments either in public or 
should 
have been a rebel against Christ, against 
our late father Dr. 


in private moral conduct, I 
Sun Yat-sen, and 


against the millions of our countrymen 
who have given their lives to our 


cause. Any one of them should impeach 
or punish me in accordance with disci- 
pline and the commandments.” 

It is significant that the opening 
words of President Chiang’s Will are as 


follows: “I have since my formative ye- 
ars followed Dr. Sun Yat-sen, our Foun- 


ding Father, 
nal Revolution. I have always considered 
myself a disciple of Jesus Christ and 


a follower of Dr. Sun Yat-sen.” They 
serve to show that all through his life- 


time he identified himself with Christia- 
nity and National Revolution, especially 
when we read his Will against the back- 
ground of his wartime statement on 


in carrying out the Natio- 


Christian faith and revolutionary discip- 
line. 

Personally, I subscribe to the tenet 
of all the above tributes to President 
Chiang because they are all substantiated 
by actual facts in his life. As early as 


1923 he was almost the only leading fig- 
ure in the Kuomintang who discerned the 


evil nature of communism. He opposed 
and fought it till the very end of his 


‘life. Once he took up the challenge of 


the. Japanese War, he fought against 
great odds to the bitter end. He rejec- 


ted repeated Japanese bids for peace. He 
fought on to victory when most of the 


world thought there was no hope for 
victory. He won the final victory by 
strong will-power, sheer determination 
and courage and absolute faith. 

The Generalissimo showed his extra- 
ordinary foresight and benevolence towa- 


rds the Japanese people in their very 
hour of unconditional surrender by repat- 


riating over two. million Japanese sol- 
diers and civilians to their homeland 
without demanding reparations or asking 


anything in return. Former Prime Minis- 


ter Nobusuke Kishi expressed the grateful 
ness of the Japanese nation in this con- 
nection, saying: “In spite of the storm 


created in China by the Japanese milita- 
rists, the Generalissimo sent them back 
to Japan without making anybody a 
war criminal. He opposed the efforts of 
the Soviet Union to divide Japan and exer- 


ted his power to preserve our emperor 
system. He helped to guard against disor- 
der in post-war Japan and helped lay the 
foundation for its recovery.” It still 
remains to be seen how much in the end 
this magnanimous feat of President 
Chiang’ sstatesmanship wouldcontribute to 
ultimate Asian as well as world peace. 

May he enjoy eternal rest in our 


Lord Jesus Christ. 


= i= 


